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. &’creers to keep sand out of - the en-
‘rmes. W e removed from.’ the eight. .

henr‘opt/ers sent over the; Iraniam de~ .

l

IPenran, the Pentavon confu'm-cl yes-

:n(

'Jno‘ Fus

Ag’ 0, :m(} a_tiird: lost its.way. in a-
TSaM turm “during, the’ first phdse ol ;
Jtha -uguhé attempt, “prompting, the.
cnm.mge:’s and’ Pre:xdent Carter to
<ancel dhe whole, mission.. ..

-: \Jond swyessing about the sand

s¢ reen? Wwas part-of a larger, unoffi-

adit of the- falled: nussmn.-
“i'he *Poniagon was so stung by some
icriticism. that Gen. David C.-
T Joq ‘eb~cHairman- pb the.Joint Chiefs
of m“'zﬁif who-planped.. the, niission; .
Tand D,Ienxe Secretary ‘Luold Brown
inursecstq meetf briefly with “reporters”
-dt-t.fl“ B maoouyeaterdny to, respond.,‘

ro f’e:’rt‘a"b'!‘ spoKesmany “Thomas
RaSxsaid
;xand <creens Rad3no fimpact - on »thiss
wihigyion. ™ He saidtheyiwere: removed’
to”pw\gide 23 percent fincrease n- ‘the”

1m.lu(lmu b the‘

e Jone; said when. a;ked about the
Sand® sgreens: -that.-“the.-problems. of*
r{h@ helicadters ‘were not: ones of -pro-
pui'don. *meamna-n?\vas ‘not-;the-en:
wm-;es:thabrurok_ e down,
”nbm{omdb ree
o }?entgdon offferatss
t,pe hx,dr,aul;c systems‘on two of<the

(33

‘Narv. RES. he’hcoptpls fmled,; not
tbe‘lz»uerw al~Electric. -enblnes..But?

“severa? Generak. Electng, ard "govern-

"rmenb officials expressed astomshment
.\‘eﬂ’.ex‘dz-.) at the d’ecmon to leave off ~~'gence Azency had estimated G0 per- -

'Hr» screens smce the hehcopters . cent of the hostages would be Killed N

-\vgfm&* be~ﬂvmc‘ Iow over ‘sand not
;uve:’ watezfas is the\usual mxssmn,fo
< the-min e-sweepmg RH:BM,..--»»A'W R

Ll
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o Loptet was. designed- to pxevent lonv-
term-wear -and teari on - the engine,”

said Ross, adding that the rescue task
force in.rehearsals -had “determined
that .)y removing the screen overall:
* engine performance could be lrnprov-
‘el by 3 percent w1thout neﬁatxve 1m‘-

hﬂsta*)es in.

Y

< fwo Sof~ those hehv.opters bmke‘

thats“the removal. 0k the. * broke down, but aneighth was added

ven though -
28§ s would b&,“some_ risks” but adjudged ‘7
. the. plan militarily feasible” and--re- o
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- Command % decision. V" Brown 27
. “all” of'the comrmanders of the rescue
mission agreed that- it. should be
“called off once they were down to five
. helicopters instead of the six consid-
ered a minimum for success. “None of
“'them wished to proceed with less than
six% helicopters,” the secretary added
‘“There wasn't.any. quatxon about
the wisdom of extraction,”
m backing up Brown:

rpact on the mission.”

‘Government helicopter e\perts saxd
the hydraulic' system could be pene-
" trated by sand on such a long f{light as -
the 500 nautical miles from the Nimitz
‘aireraft carrier to the refueling base
“in.the-Iranian desert. But whether the
engine sand screens could have pre-
‘vented this is unclear, since the heli-
copter  hydraulic system is kealed off
» from the engine.

‘Here:are points - ‘Jones and Brown
covered at the Pentagon meeting: Ak

’?\Il:blom suy-,)ort. “We were not de-
‘nied: anything by anvbody,” said.
Jones. Brown said.the mission origi-
nally called for sending in'seven heli-'|
cooters’ in  case one of the needed six

rers during the first nignt of the mis-
“sion -about whether

tempt for lack of the sixth helicopter.
Security. Brown said. that there was
‘no evidence that either the American
or Israeli press had publisned any-
thing that alerted Iran io the resc_ue
‘mission. < .
Destroying documents and hehcop
ters. Brown said “the {ierce burning
and ammunition in both the helicop-
ter and C130 cooking off” aiter they
collided in:the night at the refueling
spot kept theé rescue team from de-
stroying their; choppers and removing

tht to be safe rE e e

leavmv Iran. ¢ =

Jomt Chlels apptoval. Jones said’
“all:of-the joint chiefs” 'studied: the -
plan ‘that was execufed and concluded: -
that: “we- had a good ‘chance- of suc-
cesss We thought we could be success-
ful.”2. He sald the chiefs knew .there .

”dx essed some of the specific criticism
~of the- planning and execution-of the
-mission,- said’ “the’ Joint: Chiefs .of
Staff are very- disturbed about the im-
“plications ‘that on the scene. people
sdidn't act properly.” He said this criti-
cism “by people wha were not there
v does a dls;eruce to some. vexy valiant
men. :

[

":Ca.s\ialtnes evpected.-Asked about'a

“radio revort that thé Central Intelli.

.‘under Carters rescue plan, Brown re-.
_plied: “There 1S N0 sucit stu(fy to my J T

knowledge.” ;- :
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" There have been rﬂnurfs ‘that there
~was a hot .argument among command-

10 proceed to’
phase two-or call -off- the rescue at- .

secretf . equxpment from them before'

" Jones, after- he and Brown had ad-"
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